Devotional Readings and Prayers

January, 2010


Friday, January 1
Read 1 John 2:22-28, and allow the power and truth of the identity of Jesus to be established in your heart and mind. Thank the Father that He has made known the way to know Him, and be certain that Jesus is that way, and the only way.

Read Psalm 98:1-4, and allow your mind and heart to understand that in this small beginning was the accomplishment of world salvation. God sets things in motion, and when He does, the end is already accomplished. Praise Him for that.

Read John 1:19-28, allowing the affirmation of this last great prophet of the Old Testament style establish again the identity of Jesus as God’s Son and the true Messiah. Give thanks for his humility in recognizing Jesus for who He was. 


Saturday, January 2 
Read 1 John 2:29-3:6, seeing how holiness is the character of those who know the Fatherhood of God. Ask for the revelation of Jesus to come to you, that His character may by yours as you become like Him.

Read Psalm 98:1-6, speaking along with the writer to declare the praises of God for His wonderful salvation.

Read John 1:29-34, giving thanks for the Holy Spirit Who reveals Christ to us. Pray for eyes to see Him, that we might be like Him.


Sunday, January 3 

Read this passage from the Book of Sirach, an ancient devotional book from the Inter-testamental period, giving thanks that God has chosen Israel as the dwelling place for His Wisdom. Set your heart in agreement with Him, and bless the city of Jerusalem.

Wisdom sings her own praises,

Before her own people she proclaims her glory;

In the assembly of the Most High she opens her mouth,

In the presence of His hosts she declares her worth:

“From the mouth of the Most High I came forth,

and mistlike covered the earth.

In the highest heavens did I dwell, 

My throne on a pillar of cloud.

“Then the Creator of all gave me His command,

and He who formed me chose the spot for my tent,

Saying, ‘In Jacob make your dwelling,

In Israel your inheritance.’

Before all ages, in the beginning, he brought me forth,

And through all ages I shall not cease to be.

In the holy tent I ministered before Him, 

And in Zion I fixed my abode.

Thus in the chosen city He has given me rest,

In Jerusalem is my domain.

I have struck root among the glorious people,

In the portion of the Lord, His heritage.”

Read Psalm 147:12-20, and join the with Spirit of God in blessing the land of His inheritance. Pray that the people of God world-wide would come to understand the heart of God for His first love, Israel.

Read Ephesians 1:3-18, rejoicing in the fact that you were chosen in Christ for God’s own pleasure, and ask for the Spirit of wisdom and revelation to make known to you the depths of that reality.

Read John 1:1-18, and worship the Son of God, the Word made flesh, who came to show us face to face what God is like.


Monday, January 4
Read 1 John 3:22-4:6, seeing how the Name of Jesus, the commandments that He gave, and the ministry of the Holy Spirit all work together to instruct us in the truth. Give thanks for God’s goodness in giving us these realities.

Read Psalm 2:7-12, and worship Jesus as the One Whom God has set over all the nations. Pray for the soon coming of His Kingdom.

Read Matthew 4:12-25, and honor Jesus as the fulfillment of the promises given to the Old Testament prophets. Pray that the fullness of His rule would be established upon the earth.


Tuesday, January 5 Epiphany (the anniversary of the coming of the Magi to worship Jesus)
Read Isaiah 60:1-6, giving thanks for the revelation of Jesus Christ that brought fulfillment to this powerful passage. Ask the Father to speed the second coming of Christ, that we might see Him face to face.

Read Psalm 72:1-13, giving thanks that Jesus is the true King, Whose rule is righteous and merciful. Pray for those who direct our government, that they may seek the Lord and follow Him.

Read Ephesians 3:2-6, praising God that He made His salvation known to all people. Pray for the work of missions and the declaration of the gospel to those who have not yet heard.

Read Matthew 2:1-12, considering the prophetic reality of all nations coming to worship at the feet of Jesus. Give thanks for the Father’s power that thwarts the evil plans of earthly rulers.


Wednesday, January 6
Read 1 John 4:11-18, considering that to know Jesus is to reflect the same love for one another that we have for Jesus. Let the Holy Spirit touch your heart with His love for His people.

Read Psalm 72:1-13, giving thanks for God’s blessing of wisdom on leaders of nations and peoples. Understanding that this is fulfilled in Jesus, pray for the Lord’s strength on your church leaders and others in authority.

Read Mark 6:45-52, acknowledging the power of Christ over all creation. Let your heart be lifted up in worship as you call on the Name of Jesus as the Creator and Master of all things.


Thursday, January 7
Read 1 John 4:19-5:4, seeing that the second part of loving God is to obey His commands. As we love one another and obey the Father, His love is made perfect in our experience.

Read Psalm 72:1-2,14-17, giving thanks for the everlasting nature of the Kingdom of God, and the eternal Lordship of Jesus.

Read Luke 4:14-22, and see that the Spirit of God came upon Jesus for the purpose of ministry to the poor and the oppressed. Christ’s birth initiated "the Year of the Lord", or the season of the Lord’s enduring favor upon mankind, the time of the grace of salvation.


Friday, January 8
Read 1 John 5:5-13, giving thanks that through belief in Jesus, the power to overcome the world has been given to the believer. Be settled in the reality of eternal life through relationship with Jesus, simply by believing in His Name.

Read Psalm 147:12-20, rejoicing that in the coming of Jesus, all the Word of God to His people is fulfilled. Recall His promises to you, and thank Him for their fulfillment in Jesus.

Read Luke 5:12-16, and see how willing Jesus is to heal those who have need. Let the Holy Spirit settle in your minds that He is willing to help those who come to Him for His help.


Saturday, January 9 
Read 1 John 5:14-21, and accept the responsibility of coming to the Father in prayer for those who are in sin. Turn away from the tendency to speak evil of those who fail, and set your mind to pray for those who miss the mark.

Read Psalm 149:1-9, and let the joy of praise fill your heart in preparation for coming together with the Body of Christ. Ask the Lord to release a deeper understanding and experience of praise and worship than we have known to this point by revealing His presence in our midst.

Read John 3:22-30, giving thanks for John’s humility, and his willingness to recognize his rightful place in pointing the Bride to the Bridegroom.


Sunday, January 10 The Baptism Of The Lord
Read Isaiah 42:1-7, and allow your heart to worship at the tenderness and gentleness of the Lord as pictured in this Servant Song. Give thanks to the Father that your Lord is this kind of gentle master.

Read Psalm 29:1-10, acknowledging that the same gentle Lord is also the mighty God of thundering glory, and worship Him as the Supreme Lord of all creation.

Read Acts 10:34-38, and see God’s wisdom in bringing the house of Cornelius to salvation as a sign that the gospel is for all nations.

Read Mark 1:7-11, seeing that Jesus Himself required the power of the Holy Spirit to do the work the Father gave Him to do. Give thanks for the wisdom of God in giving us His Son as our example.


Monday, January 11
Read 1 Samuel 1:1-8, seeing how Hannah’s barrenness was from the Lord to drive her to find satisfaction in Him, and to seek His face for the fulfillment of her desires. Set your heart to look to Jesus for all your longings this year.

Read Psalm 116:12-19, seeing that what God desires from us in return for His goodness is that we bring Him thanksgiving, and that we call upon His Name to help us again. What a good God we serve!

Read Mark 1:14-20, asking the Father for eyes to see the purposes of Jesus in His earthly ministry. Ask Him to make you a fisher of men, that His heart of love for the world may be satisfied.


Tuesday, January 12
Read 1 Samuel 1:9-20, considering the situation of Hannah, and how she poured her heart out to God, even in a state of bitterness. See that God is trustworthy, even with your darkest and most painful feelings, and will hear your cry.

Read 1 Samuel 2:1-10, joining Hannah in her song of thanksgiving, and allowing your heart to be settled upon the truth that God knows you and hears you, and that He will bring about what is best for you in His good time.

Read Mark 1:21-28, giving thanks that in the coming of Jesus, the power of darkness is exposed and broken. Invite Him to speak into your life today and this year, that you may be free from the influence of Satan.


Wednesday, January 13
Read 1 Samuel 3:1-10,19-20, considering God’s patient power in calling young Samuel into His service. Rest in knowing that as you open your heart to hear the Lord, He will speak to you in ways you can understand.

Read Psalm 40:1-10, and see that what God desires from His children is trust and availability. Ask Him to give you a testimony of deliverance this year, that you may declare His praises in the assembly of the righteous.

Read Mark 1:29-39, seeing that even though Jesus was full of compassion, His primary objective was to obey the Father, and accomplish His purposes. Ask for grace to be conformed to this passionate obedience.


Thursday, January 14
Read 1 Samuel 4:1-11, considering the consequences when Israel tried to replace intimate obedience to God with empty, religious posturing. Realize that God calls us to intimate obedience, and that His protection comes as we trust and obey.

Read Psalm 44:9-26, seeing the difficult truth that even when God’s people are faithful, He sometimes allows hard circumstances to come so that they will call upon His merciful Name, that their faith might be demonstrated before the watching world, and many would come to trust in His love and mercy.

Read Mark 1:40-45, thanking Jesus for His mercy in healing the leper. Notice that the leper disobeyed Jesus’ command not to speak. Ask for grace to obey Jesus today in things that do not seem to make sense to you.

PRIVATE
Friday, January 15
Read 1 Samuel 8:1-22, considering the difficulty God’s people were about to bring upon themselves by not trusting God in the face of the failure of human leaders. Instead of crying to God for deliverance, they looked to human solutions. Let us cry out to God for help, and rely on His timing, that we might see His salvation!

Read Psalm 89:14-18, and establish your confidence in the Lord alone as your shield and protector. Those who trust in the Lord are blessed indeed!

Read Mark 2:1-12, seeing that the authority to heal and the authority to forgive sins are the same. Rejoice that this same Jesus lives today, and that He expresses His will and power through His obedient Body.


Saturday, January 16
Read 1 Samuel 9:1-10:1, seeing that sometimes God gives us what we ask for, knowing that the granting of our desires will bring great difficulty. Pray that we will have wisdom this year to seek God for His solutions instead of ours, that we might rest in His goodness.

Read Psalm 21:1-13, understanding that the only hope for those in any kind of leadership is to call upon the Name of the Lord, and to be obedient to His ways. Pray for all your leaders, that this wisdom may be lived out this year.

Read Mark 2:13-17, and see that Jesus’ priority was not a good reputation with those who were self-righteous, but that His heart was for those who needed His love and were willing to receive Him.


Sunday, January 17
Read Isaiah 62:1-5, considering the joy that is in God's heart toward His Bride, His people. Allow the Holy Spirit to strengthen your heart with the knowledge of the Father's love for you as part of His Body.

Read Psalm 96:1-10, worshipping along with the writer as you bless the Lord for His love and salvation.

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, considering the diversity that exists within the unity of the Body of Christ. Give thanks for those with gifts that are different from yours, and rejoice in the many facets of Christ's Church.

Read John 2:1-12, considering the newness and transformation that Jesus brings. See the parable here of Jesus bringing the taste of new wine to His people.

Monday, January 18
Read 1 Samuel 15:16-23, seeing that Saul’s fatal mistake was to trust his own wisdom and inclination rather than seeking the will of the Lord through Godly counsel. Pray for your leaders, and set your own heart to wait for God’s confirming direction as we seek to follow Him.

Read Psalm 50:7-23, considering that the only offerings God asks for are offerings of Thanksgiving for His mercy and love. God cannot be bribed with religious activity; He doesn’t need our help. He desires only to lead us and to have us be thankful. Set your heart in this place for this day.

Read Mark 2:18-22, seeing that Jesus’ obedience was not mere conformity to religious exercises, but came from intimacy with the Father and an understanding of the ways of God. Ask for His wisdom to obey not just tradition, but the will of the Father.


Tuesday, January 19
Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13, considering Samuel’s obedience to God, and the heart of God to have someone rule over His people who would have a pure heart. Pray this for your leaders today, that God would establish His rule in His way.

Read Psalm 89:19-29, seeing that God has given us this leader in Jesus Christ. Give thanks for that, and pray for your current leaders to follow the One True King as we await His coming to establish God’s Kingdom on the earth.

Read Mark 2:23-28, seeing again that obedience is not mere conformity to rules, but is based on intimate understanding of the ways of the Father. See that this understanding comes personally, but in the context of fellowship in the Body.

Wednesday, January 20
Read 1 Samuel 17:32-58, seeing how David trusted God because of his past experiences in God’s powerful deliverance. Pray for your leaders, that they might rely on God’s wisdom and strength, instead of the wisdom and strategies of the day.

Read Psalm 144:1-10, calling upon the Name of the Lord, Who gives deliverance and victory to those who trust in Him and wait for Him.

Read Mark 3:1-6, noticing how man’s religiosity closes us to the works of God, but how the compassion of Jesus moves past the barriers we erect. Pray for understanding of God’s ways, that we might walk in His power and truth.


Thursday, January 21
Read 1 Samuel 18:6-9,19:1-7, and consider how God provided protection and friendship for David during the times when his trust in God’s love and timing was being tested. Set your heart to wait upon the Lord in trust, so that He might complete His work of preparation in your life.

Read Psalm 56:1-13, seeing this prayer of David as a model of how we can pray when we feel the resistance of the enemy to the purposes of God in our lives. Consider your promises to God, and His to you, and wait for Him with trust and peace.

Read Mark 3:7-12, giving thanks that our High Priest walked the earth as a man, serving God’s people. Notice the enemy’s attempts to compromise God’s purposes by revealing Jesus prematurely. Pray for God’s timing in your life today.


Friday, January 22
Read 1 Samuel 24:1-21, and contemplate the fact that David refused to take the timing of his situation into His own hands. Learn from this, and set your heart to wait for the Lord to accomplish His promises to you. 

Read Psalm 57:1-11, praying this prayer of faith aloud with David, as in the midst of difficulty he reminds himself of the truth, and commands his soul to awaken and praise the Lord for His goodness. What a model of praise in the midst of trouble!

Read Mark 3:13-19, noticing Jesus’ strategy with His men. He called them into relationship and into mission, that they might be with Him, and that He might send them to do the work of ministry. Let your heart respond to this reality today.


Saturday, January 23
Read 2 Samuel 1:1-27, seeing that because David had God’s heart for Saul, Jonathan, and Israel, he could genuinely experience God’s grief over the fallen King. Ask the Lord for such a heart for yourself and your leaders, that we might together know God’s true heart of compassion.

Read Psalm 80:1-19, seeing that God gives us a way to call upon Him when it seems as though He has abandoned His people to defeat. Thank God for this, and call upon Him today concerning areas of life that are not yet resolved according to His will.

Read Mark 3:20-21, and consider the fact that even Jesus had to endure misunderstanding from His own family. Be encouraged that He understands even this reality, that you might find strength through Him for this time.


Sunday, January 24
Read Nehemiah 8:1-10, considering how part of being holy unto the Lord is to rejoice in His bountiful provision and to share that provision with the poor. Ask the Father to show you the joy of living in His holiness.

Read Psalm 19:7-14, giving thanks for the Word of God and its eternal truth and beauty. Consider how you may order your life and your words by His Word.

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-30, giving thanks for the Body of Christ and its unity and diversity. Ask the Holy Spirit to teach you what it is to be part of the Body of Christ, the Church.

Read Luke 1:1-4; and Luke 4:14-21, considering the joy and freedom that comes with the message of the Kingdom of God. Give thanks for the liberating power of the Gospel of the Kingdom.


Monday, January 25
Read 2 Samuel 5:1-10, rejoicing that in the fullness of time, God set His King upon the throne over the whole nation of Israel. Give thanks that God is in control of all things, and that in the right time Jesus Christ, the True King, will be enthroned before all nations.

Read Psalm 89:19-29, giving thanks for the fulfillment of this promise in Jesus Christ. Pray for your leaders, that they would reflect the nature and character of Jesus as we await His coming.

Read Mark 3:22-30, giving thanks that in the expulsion of demons, Jesus demonstrated that He had broken the power of Satan’s kingdom, and that the Kingdom of God had surely come into the world.


Tuesday, January 26
Read 2 Samuel 6:12-19, sensing the joy and celebration as the Presence of God was restored to Jerusalem. Continue to pray that God’s Presence would be among us, and that we would be obedient to His Word and His ways.

Read Psalm 24:1-10, rejoicing in God’s Kingship, and in the Lordship of Jesus over all the earth. Pray that we as His people would reflect His character, so that we may continue in His Presence with joyfulness and peace.

Read Mark 3:31-35, receiving the truth that Jesus claims for relationship those who have set their hearts and wills to obey the Father. Receive from the Holy Spirit the courage to obey today what the Lord has confirmed to you through His Word.


Wednesday, January 27
Read 2 Samuel 7:1-17, giving thanks that God fulfills His promises to His people, and establishes them in His purposes forever. Thank the Father for the things He has fulfilled in your life, and worship Him with gladness today.

Read Psalm 89:1-4,26-29, and give thanks for God’s faithful love, that His keeps all His promises.

Read Mark 4:1-20, giving thanks for the Word that has been sown in your life. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you any influence that would steal or choke out the power of the Word, and receive grace to obey, just for today.


Thursday, January 28
Read 2 Samuel 7:18-29, seeing that when David saw God’s promises fulfilled, it made him even more bold in the Presence of God, to ask for more of God’s Word to come to pass. In view of God’s goodness, come boldly to Him today, and call out to Him for the fullness of His Kingdom to come to us.

Read Psalm 132:1-18, letting this be the cry of your heart, that you would not rest until the Lord has a dwelling place that is fit for His Presence. Presume upon His faithfulness, and call out to Him that this prayer of David may be fulfilled in our day.

Read Mark 4:21-25, receiving the grace to let your light shine before men. See that as you give out His light, you will receive more of His light into your own life.


Friday, January 29
Read 2 Samuel 11:1-17, seeing that even God’s chosen leaders can succumb to temptation when they are careless. Pray for your leaders, that they will be occupied in the agenda of the Lord, and that faithfulness and holiness would be their condition.

Read Psalm 51:1-9, seeking God’s forgiveness for your own failures and sins. Give thanks that God used David’s sin to provide us with a beautiful model of prayer for repentance and forgiveness. Receive the mercy of God today, and be washed.

Read Mark 4:26-34, giving thanks for the inevitable fact that the Kingdom of God will be established. He will accomplish His purposes, and nothing will stop His will from being done.


Saturday, January 30
Read 2 Samuel 12:1-17, seeing that God is faithful to hold His leaders accountable for their actions, and that they, too, must endure the consequences of their sin. Give thanks for David’s repentance, and pray for this kind of reality for your leaders.

Read Psalm 51:10-19, calling upon God to bring full restoration to you in areas where you have failed Him. Give thanks for His great mercy, and that He does not reject us when we acknowledge our sin and repent.

Read Mark 4:35-41, seeing that when Jesus leads you into something, He will ensure its completion, even though the enemy may raise up resistance. Be strengthened in the Lord, and trust Him to do what He has promised to do.

PRIVATE
Sunday, January 31

Read Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19, considering that God knows and chooses His people before they are born to accomplish His purposes in the earth. Give thanks that you are known by Him, and that by His grace your purpose is established.

Read Psalm 71:1-17, calling out to the Lord for His protection in any circumstance, and remembering that He has known you from before your birth, and has determined to bless and protect you.

Read 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13, giving thanks for the love of God that is extended to us, and for His Holy Spirit that enables us to live in this same love toward one another.

Read Luke 4:21-30, considering that Jesus went through times of personal rejection and frustration in His ministry. Give thanks to the Father for being with you in those kinds of times.

