Devotional Readings

February 1-16, 2010


Monday, February 1
Read 2 Samuel 15:13-16:14, seeing that once again David’s trust in God is tested, even through his own family. Remember that this situation is a direct result of David’s sin with Bathsheba. Consider how God remains faithful even when we have to live out the consequences of our choices.

Read Psalm 3:1-8, seeing the full confidence that David had in God’s love and mercy to him. God had dealt with his shame and guilt, and now David could call upon Him in freedom. Pray this for yourself today, and call upon the Lord for help!

Read Mark 5:1-20, seeing how Jesus restored the demoniac to his right mind, and then sent him to witness of Christ’s goodness in his hometown. Ask the Lord to strengthen your witness among your "hometown" folks.


Tuesday, February 2
Read 2 Samuel 18:9-19:3, seeing again how David shows compassion upon his enemies, how he takes no joy in their defeat. Let the Lord give you His heart today, even for those people who resist His purposes and will.

Read Psalm 86:1-6, speaking aloud this affirmation of God’s mercy in times of difficulty. Wait in His Presence for the Holy Spirit to strengthen and refresh you today.

Read Mark 5:21-43, seeing that faith sometimes consists of simply allowing ourselves to be touched by the Presence of Jesus. Give thanks to the Father for His faithful and powerful love.


Wednesday, February 3
Read 2 Samuel 24:1-17, considering this strange passage as a reminder to not take confidence in the resources that God has given you, but only to trust in His love and goodness. David received a severe penalty because he was in such a high place of leadership, but we, too, pay a price when we shift our confidence from God Himself to the things He provides.

Read Psalm 32:1-7, giving thanks for the blessing of confession, repentance, and forgiveness. Keep short accounts with the Lord, confessing any failure today, and allowing His cleansing to come afresh to you.

Read Mark 6:1-6, asking the Holy Spirit for the grace and wisdom to see God’s work in and through those who are the most familiar to you. Give thanks for the life of Jesus that is being formed in your family members.


Thursday, February 4
Read 1 Kings 4:1-12, seeing that the evidence of mature manhood in King Solomon would be his willingness to walk in obedience to the mandates of the Lord. Pray that God would strengthen Christian men today to stand in that kind of maturity.

Read 1 Chronicles 29:10-12, exalting the Lord with Solomon, and acknowledging His sovereignty and rule in your life.

Read Mark 6:7-13, considering how the Lord Jesus trained His disciples in the ministry. Meditate on His wisdom in sending them in this way to do His work in the power of the Holy Spirit.


Friday, February 5
Read the following from the Book of Sirach (an Inter-testamental book of history) and rejoice with the writer over the power God gives to His King:

Like the choice fat of the sacred offerings, so was David in Israel.

He made sport of lions as though they were kids, 
And of bears, like lambs of the flock.
As a youth he slew the giant and wiped out the people’s disgrace,
When his hand let fly the slingstone that crushed the pride of Goliath.
Since he called upon the Most High God, 
Who gave strength to his right arm
To defeat the skilled warrior and raise up the might of his people,

Therefore the women sang his praises 
And ascribed to him tens of thousands.
When he assumed the royal crown, 
He battled and subdued the enemy on every side.
He destroyed the Philistines and shattered their power till our own day.
With his every deed he offered thanks to God Most High, 

In words of praise.
With His whole being he loved his Maker, 
And daily had His praises sung;
He added beauty to the feasts and solemnized the seasons of each year
With stringed music before the altar, 
Providing sweet melody for the Psalms
So that when the Holy Name was praised, 
Before daybreak the sanctuary would resound.
The Lord forgave him his sins, and exalted his strength forever.
He conferred on him the rights of royalty 
And established his throne in Israel.

Read Psalm 18:30-50, rejoicing that our God is the Champion of champions, that He defends and protects those who serve Him.

Read Mark 6:14-29, seeing how the enemy seeks to replace the fear of the Lord with the fear of man, and by this desires to cut off the effect of God’s Word in our lives. Set your heart to obey God’s Word today, regardless of what people say.


Saturday, February 6
Read 1 Kings 3:4-13, understanding that in Solomon the Lord saw the true heart of a King, a servant whose desire it was to have wisdom to govern well. Pray for your leaders, and for yourself in your areas of leadership, that God’s wisdom would be given above anything else.

Read Psalm 119:9-16, asking that the Lord give you the grace to treasure His promises in your heart, that your ways may be established in holiness.

Read Mark 6:30-34, seeing the importance of getting away with Jesus after times of ministry, so that your own soul may be refreshed.


Sunday, February 7
Read Isaiah 6:1-8, and meditate on the beauty and power of the Lord. See how Isaiah was first brought to conviction, and then how the Lord removed his guilt so that he might serve the Lord with confidence.

Read Psalm 138:1-8, speaking aloud these words of praise and thanksgiving. Let the Holy Spirit fill you as you minister unto the Lord today.

Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, considering and reaffirming in your own heart the central truths of the Gospel. Give thanks for what the Father did through Jesus to bring us to Himself.

Read Luke 5:1-11, seeing how Jesus used Peter's natural occupation to prepare him for His real work as a disciple. Ask the Lord to show you today how He wants to be Lord of your daily activities, that you might serve Him more effectively.


Monday, February 8
Read 1 Kings 8:1-13, and meditate on what it must have been like to see the literal glory of the Lord fill the temple. Ask the Father to do that again in our day, that we might know Him better and serve Him with greater joy.

Read Psalm 132:6-10, and allow your heart to be filled with the anticipation of coming to the house of the Lord to worship with His people. Pray over the worship times, that the Holy Spirit would descend and grant us a greater heart to worship the Lord as He deserves.

Read Mark 6:53-56, and reflect on what the life of Jesus must have been like as He ministered in the power of the Holy Spirit. Give thanks that the Father gives His children the power to do what He has called us to do.


Tuesday, February 9
Read 1 Kings 8:22-30, seeing that this is one of the great anointed prayers of the Scriptures calling upon God to bless His people with forgiveness and with His Presence in their midst. Join with Solomon in praying this prayer over your Fellowship today.

Read Psalm 84:1-12, allowing the joy of the House of the Lord to come to your heart. Pray again over the congregation, that this reality of joy-filled worship and celebration would be our inheritance together.

Read Mark 7:1-13, seeing the importance of having hearts filled with faith as we do the things God has asked us to do. Without faith in our hearts, even the most meaningful activity is merely empty ritual. Set your heart toward Him today.

Wednesday, February 10
Read 1 Kings 10:1-10, seeing the favor and blessing that comes when we, especially leaders, walk in the wisdom of God. Pray over the church, and over the government, that the wisdom of God would prevail, and that peace and favor would be the fruit.

Read the following from Psalm 37, setting your heart and will to seek the wisdom of God for your life and for the congregation:

Commit to the Lord your way; trust in Him, and He will act.
He will make justice dawn for you like the light; 
Bright as the noonday shall be your vindication.
The mouth of the just man tells of wisdom 
And his tongue utters what is right.
The law of his God is in his heart, and his steps do not falter.
The salvation of the just is from the Lord; 
He is their refuge in time of distress.
And the Lord helps them and delivers them; 
He delivers them from the wicked and saves them,
Because they take refuge in Him.

Read Mark 7:14-23, seeing that God is concerned with internal reality in our lives, and not whether we only do external things properly. Look to the Lord for a heart of faith, purity, and obedience today.


Thursday, February 11
Read 1 Kings 11:4-13, seeing the sober reality that even those who are the most gifted and wise can make fatal errors if their heart turns away from the Presence of God. Pray for your leaders, and for yourself, that our hearts may constantly be tuned to the Lord and to His ways.

Read Psalm 106:3-5,35-40, seeing the contrast between the happiness of those who are wholly focused on the Lord and His ways, and the tragic consequences for those who compromise with the ways of the enemy. Ask the Lord to keep our hearts near Himself, that we might follow Him always.

Read Mark 7:24-30, considering how Jesus took time to become refreshed in the Father’s Presence. Meditate on His answers to the woman, and how He offered her nothing until He saw that the Father had sent her.


Friday, February 12
Read 1 Kings 11:29-32, 12:19, and see the tragedy of division and dissension that was the fruit of Solomon’s disobedience. Ask the Lord for perspective on your life, that the importance of intimate obedience with God for the sake of future generations may be settled in your heart.

Read Psalm 81:10-16, considering the sad contrast between what God has for His people, and what comes to them as consequences of disobedience. Pray for the congregation, that we might have a heart that is loyal to the Lord, and thus know His sweet blessings and His Presence.

Read Mark 7:31-37, giving thanks for the mercy and compassion of the Father, Who heals those who come to Him through Jesus.

Saturday, February 13
Read 1 Kings 12:26-32, 13:33-34, seeing how Solomon’s disobedience gave rise to false leaders who were not true shepherds of Israel. Pray that God would continue to raise up true leaders who are committed to His Word and His ways.

Read Psalm 106:6-22, seeing the contrast between the faithfulness of God and the foolishness of the people. Recognize those tendencies in your own heart, and ask the Father to protect and save us from forgetting His faithful love and provision.

Read Mark 8:1-10, meditating upon the compassion of the Lord to minister to the people. Give thanks for Jesus, Who is the true Bread of Life, broken and given for us that we might live.


Sunday, February 14
Read Jeremiah 17:5-8, considering how those who disregard the Lord live in barrenness, apart from His Presence and love. Give thanks that He is your river of life, Who gives you all you need in every season.

Read Psalm 1:1-6, setting your mind in agreement with the Lord that prosperity comes to those who follow His ways.

Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-20, praising God for the resurrection of Jesus that assures us of life with Him forever.

Read Luke 6:17-26, considering that God calls "blessed" what seems to be hardship. Set your mind and heart to perceive life by His values today.

PRIVATE
Monday, February 15
Read James 1:1-11, giving thanks for the wisdom of God that He gladly gives to anyone who asks. Call upon the Lord, and ask Him to clear out any unbelief in your heart, that you may know the fullness of His blessing and wisdom.

Read Psalm 119:67-76, giving thanks for and embracing the difficulties of life that drive us back to the Presence of God and to His Word. Set your heart to take refuge in His Presence, and to walk in His ways.

Read Mark 8:11-13, seeing that Jesus Himself was the sign from God. Set your heart and mind to understand that your life is the testimony of God’s power and goodness. Praise Him today, and shine like the light you are!


Tuesday, February 16
Read James 1:12-18, seeing that although God tempts no one, He allows us to be probed by testing, to see if we will give birth to sin, or if we will run to Him and be safe. Set your heart in His Presence today, that His joy may be yours.

Read Psalm 94:12-19, meditating on the happiness and rest that comes to those who give themselves to the Word of God. Give thanks for the gladness with which the Father ministers to His children.

Read Mark 8:14-21, considering the silliness of the disciples and their lack of understanding. Set your heart to accept the fact that Jesus is our Provision, and that a relationship of loving obedience is what He desires.


