
Devotional Readings and Prayers

September 1-30, 2009
Tuesday, September 1
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, giving thanks that by His mercy, God has made us children of Light, that we might be comforted and built up in the certainty of His love as we await His coming.

Read Psalm 27:1-14, worshipping God that He has invited us to dwell in His House, without fear, to worship Him and enjoy His love all our days.

Read Luke 4:31-37, understanding that in the act of delivering His people from demonic power, Jesus demonstrates that the kingdom of death has been defeated, and that the Kingdom of God has come.  Rejoice in this and worship the Lord!

Wednesday, September 2
Read Colossians 1:1-8, allowing the truth of the Gospel to give you faith in the Person of Jesus, love for all the saints, and hope for what is stored up for us in heaven.  This reality will cause the Name of Christ to be honored through you today.

Read Psalm 52:1-9, seeing the final contrast between the wicked, who do not trust in God, and the faithful ones, who make the Lord their refuge.  Be settled in the Presence of the Lord today, and proclaim His goodness to all who will hear.

Read Luke 4:38-44, seeing again the power of God over the works of the evil one, and noticing particularly that even in the midst of successful ministry, Jesus fully depended upon the instructions of the Father for His next step.  Listen to the Father today, and do His work with Him.

Thursday, September 3
Read Colossians 1:9-14, seeing that full wisdom and spiritual insight leads to a life pleasing to God, filled with good works and joyful endurance.  Give thanks for His great salvation, in which He has included you!

Read Psalm 98:1-9, worshipping and rejoicing in the Lord for His wonder and grace in bringing salvation to the earth.

Read Luke 5:1-11, seeing how Jesus took Peter’s area of expertise, demonstrated His Lordship in that arena, and then called Peter to a higher reality.  Invite Jesus to be Lord of your strengths today, that they might become His tools of ministry.

Friday, September 4
Read Colossians 1:15-20, considering this great testimony of Who Jesus is, and worshipping at His feet, the One Who is everything in everything.

Read Psalm 100:1-5, thankfully coming into His Presence today as one of His people, His flock that He cares for personally.  What a good Father we have!

Read Luke 5:33-39, and pray for the soon return of our Bridegroom, trusting the Holy Spirit to keep you soft and pliable as a container for His Presence and activity.

Saturday, September 5
Read Colossians 1:21-23, giving thanks that God has rescued you through Christ’s death and resurrection, and freed you from reproach and blame.  Set your heart to firmly trust His work today, that you might not be shaken by your circumstance.

Read Psalm 54:1-7, taking this Psalm as a model prayer for dealing with the stress of living among people who do not seem to acknowledge the Lord and His plan for you.  Give thanks for the reality of the Word of God!

Read Luke 6:1-5, giving thanks that Jesus fulfilled all the laws and demands, and that by walking close to Him, we will by nature keep the will of God in our central focus.

Sunday, September 6
Read Isaiah 35:4-7, understanding that the Presence of the Lord causes powerful responses from creation, bringing life where there was none.  Call upon Him to send His Spirit in this time, that we might know His life in greater fullness.

Read Psalm 146:7-10, considering these powerful truths about the heart of God for the poor and needy.  Give thanks that He is focused upon the needs of the poor, and that in Him they shall be satisfied.

Read James 2:1-5, seeing that God is in no way focused on the outward appearance of a person, but upon the condition of the heart.  Ask the Lord for a pure heart today, and for eyes to see those who are pleasing to Him.

Read Mark 7:31-37, seeing the mercy of God to grant this request, but also noticing that the people were not willing to follow the commands of Jesus for His purposes.  

Monday, September 7
Read Colossians 1:24-2:3, giving thanks for those like Paul whose lives have been consumed with the passion of sharing the Gospel.  Ask the Holy Spirit for this same passion in your heart, that those around you may know the love of the Father for them.

Read Psalm 62:1-12, giving thanks that God is our fortress, that no matter what forces come against His work in our lives, He is strong and loving, and therefore we are secure in His Presence.

Read Luke 6:6-11, giving thanks that our Lord Jesus is more concerned about caring for people than about meeting the religious demands of any culture or system.  Worship Him for His great mercy!

Tuesday, September 8
Read Colossians 2:6-15, worshipping the Lord Jesus, Who is Head over all powers and authorities, and giving thanks that our Lord, Who loves us and brings us to the Father, is the Lord of all things.  Praise His Name!

Read Psalm 145:1-21, praising God and giving thanks for His compassionate works that He has done in your life.  Give Him thanks that He is the fulfillment of all your desires.

Read Luke 6:12-19, considering that He called His followers “apostles” while they were still immature, and began to train them in the work of the Kingdom.  Pray that this same reality would be among us as we seek to follow Him and do His work in His power.

Wednesday, September 9
Read Colossians 3:1-11, understanding that the Biblical pattern is to remind us of what Christ has already done for us, and then to call us upward to live according to that new reality.

Read Psalm 145:1-21 again, focusing on the splendor of God’s Kingdom, and giving thanks that He rules the world according to mercy and grace.

Read Luke 6:20-26, and meditate upon these words of Jesus that teach us the kind of lifestyle and attitudes that are pleasing to the Father.  Ask for the power of the Holy Spirit to enable you to live this way today.

Thursday, September 10
Read Colossians 3:12-17, again considering that it is because we are God’s chosen ones that we are called to live according to His character.  Give thanks to Him that He has made you part of His family.

Read Psalm 150:1-6, praising the Lord together with all creation for His great goodness!

Read Luke 6:27-38, especially noticing verse 35.  This call to love of our enemies is one of the clearest ways to have our relationship with the Father strengthened and confirmed.  Thank Him for the grace to do what He has called us to do!

Friday, September 11
Read 1 Timothy 1:1-14, giving thanks that God heals flawed and broken people, and then fills them with His Spirit to tell others of His great mercy.  Allow Him to use you according to His pleasure today.

Read Psalm 16:1-11, meditating on this great testimony of the faithfulness and mercy of God.  Let His Spirit remind you of His grace in your life, and worship Him with gladness of heart.

Read Luke 6:39-42, considering the wisdom that before we become involved in the sin of another, that we would bring our own hearts to the Lord and receive cleansing and healing in our lives.  Then we may approach others with the same mercy He has given us.

Saturday, September 12
Read 1 Timothy 1:15-17, considering that the most effective communicators of the grace of God are those who have experienced the deepest healing.  Let the Father use the healed places in your life today, that others may hear of His mercy and grace.

Read Psalm 113:1-9, praising the Lord for His mercy in lifting up those whose hearts are broken and restores them to places of honor.

Read Luke 6:43-49, seeing that stability of life comes in putting the words of God into practice.  Set your heart to do what God has spoken, that you may be settled in His mercy and power.

Sunday, September 13
Read 50:4-8, meditating on the model of the Servant, fulfilled in Jesus, to listen to the Father and minister out of that place of intimacy.  See how that intimacy gives strength to endure the resistance of the enemy.

Read Psalm 116:1-9, considering with joy the reality that God hears your prayers, especially in times of difficulty.  One important result of His willingness to hear us encourages us to call upon Him more.

Read James 2:14-18, seeing that the Bible clearly says that faith in God must be expressed in actions toward one another, especially the poor.  Since God Himself loves the poor, He desires that as His children we share His priorities.

Read Mark 8:27-35, understanding that at some point, those who choose to follow Jesus will face difficulty from the enemy.  Prepare your heart for this, knowing that the Father cares for you and is accomplishing His purposes in your life.

Monday, September 14
Read 1 Timothy 2:1-8, giving thanks that our God is the Supreme Authority over all government, and that He hears our prayers for those in authority.  Let the character of Christ be formed in you today, that your prayers may be effective.

Read Psalm 28:1-9, giving thanks that the Father hears our prayers, and that He is certain to bless those who trust in Him, and to deal with those whose hearts are hard against Him.

Read Luke 7:1-10, seeing how understanding authority releases faith in our hearts to allow the Lord to do His work in our lives and relationships.  Ask the Lord to release this same dynamic in your heart, that His purposes might be accomplished.

Tuesday, September 15
Read 1 Timothy 3:1-13, considering the character qualities that are to be typical of overseers in the church.  Pray for your leaders, that the work of the Holy Spirit would be accomplished in their lives.

Read Psalm 101:1-8, seeing how a righteous man sets his heart before the Lord to begin the day.  Let this prayer be a model for you as you present yourself to the Lord for the days of your life.

Read Luke 7:11-17, seeing how the compassion of the Lord works great miracles.  Ask the Holy Spirit to release His compassion in your heart today, that you might serve those around you in His power.

Wednesday, September 16
Read 1 Timothy 3:14-16, affirming in your hearts these basic truths of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Give thanks that we serve such a wonderful Lord as this!

Read Psalm 111:1-10, honoring the Lord with the writer for His wonderful faithfulness, and worshipping Him for His goodness.  Let the fear of the Lord fill your heart today, that you may be wise and full of understanding.

Read Luke 7:31-35, determining to be one who is sensitive to the moving of the Holy Spirit, even when it is not conventional wisdom to follow His promptings.  Set your heart to dance to the Lord’s melodies, so that His ways may be your ways.

Thursday, September 17
1 Timothy 4:12-16, allowing the Holy Spirit to remind you of what He has given you as an important part of His Body.  Determine to act in the power and anointing that He has given you for service to His people.

Read Psalm 111:1-10 again, allowing the wonderful fear of the Lord to fill your heart in light of His power and goodness.  Surrender to His ways again today, allowing Him to work through your life.

Read Luke 7:36-50, inviting the Holy Spirit to show you the greatness of your salvation.  Express your thanksgiving to the Lord, and allow His goodness to fill your heart with love for Jesus.

Friday, September 18
Read 1 Timothy 6:1-12, considering the pain that comes to those who seek after wealth instead of after true riches.  Set your priorities to be those things that the Lord values, that you might be filled with His character and fullness.

Read Psalm 49:1-20, seeing God’s perspective on those who trust in themselves, and how God mercifully cares for those who trust in Him.  Set your affections upon the Lord today, and entrust yourself to His care for you.

Read Luke 8:1-3, asking the Holy Spirit how you may be one who follows Jesus today, cooperating with the work that He is doing in those around you.  Give thanks that He has included you in His plans.

Saturday, September 19
Read 1 Timothy 6:13-16, receiving this charge from Christ’s Apostle, that you would take seriously the calling of God in your life.  Let His purposes be accomplished in you today.

Read Psalm 100:1-5, giving thanks as you worship the Lord, and as you prepare to come together with His people tomorrow to bless His Name together with the people of God.

Read Luke 8:4-15, setting your heart to receive the seed of His Word, and to put it into practice through faith and perseverance.  Give thanks for the power of His Spirit that strengthens you to obey Him.

Sunday, September 20
Read the following from The Book Of Wisdom (an inter-Testamental devotional book), seeing how this was fulfilled in the person of Jesus, and allow these truths to strengthen you in God’s perspective of your life:

Wisdom 2:12,17-20

The wicked say:  Let us beset the Just One, because he is obnoxious to us; he sets himself against our doings,

Reproaches us for transgressions of the law and charges us with violations of our training.

Let us see whether his words be true; let us find out what will happen to him.

For is the Just One be the Son of God, He will defend him and deliver him from the hand of his foes.

With revilement and torture let us put him to the test that we may have proof of his gentleness and try his patience.

Let us condemn him to a shameful death; for according to his own words, God will take care of him.

Read Psalm 54:1-7, identifying with this prayer of supplication, and noticing that the writer is not confused about the goodness of God, even when there is trouble.

Read James 3:16-4:3, seeing that where innocence, peacefulness, and kindness are, there is involved the Wisdom that is from God.  Consider those who claim God’s Wisdom, but are filled with conflict and disputing, and choose a different path.

Read Mark 9:30-37, seeing the foolishness of the self-centered disciples in the light of the humble obedience of Jesus.  Ask the Father to form you in Jesus’ image, that you might be pleasing to Him.

Monday, September 21
Read Ezra 1:1-6, considering the power of God to move the heart of a pagan king to accomplish His purposes.  Give thanks that this powerful God is your Father, Who is able to work all things together for the good of those who love Him.

Read Psalm 126:1-6, meditating upon the joy that awaits God’s people as He brings about His will upon the earth.  Let your prayers for the full restoration of His Kingdom come before the Lord this day, in Jesus’ Name!

Read Luke 8:16-18, setting your heart to let the Light of the Lord shine through your life today.  Share what He has done for you in the full confidence that He will give you more as you pour out that which you have.

Tuesday, September 22
Read Ezra 6:6-20, again meditating on the greatness of God as He moves the hearts of kings and nations to fulfill His plans.  Give thanks that God is able to do whatever you need, and set your heart to trust His purposes and timing in your life.

Read Psalm 122:1-9, praying that the peace of God would come upon His national people, Israel, and that the power of His Kingdom would be established through all His people on earth.

Read Luke 8:19-21, meditating upon the reality that Jesus considers His family to be the ones who hear His Word and act upon it.  Set your heart to do what God has spoken to you, that your sense of intimacy may increase.

Wednesday, September 23
Read Ezra 9:5-9, considering how this godly man identified with the sins of the people of God, and repented on their behalf.  Ask the Lord to break your heart for the condition of the Body of Christ, that you may pray effectively for the revival God desires to bring.

Read the following from the Book of Tobit (an inter-Testamental historical book), and bless the Lord for the restoration He has brought in your life as you have sought Him:

He scourges and then has mercy; He casts down to the depths of the nether world, and He brings up from the great abyss.  No one can escape His hand.  For though He has scattered you among the Gentiles, He has shown you His greatness even there.  Exalt Him before every living being, because He is the Lord our God, our Father and God forever.  So now consider what He has done for you, and praise Him with full voice.  Bless the Lord of Righteousness, and exalt the King of Ages.  As for me, I exalt my God, and my spirit rejoices in the King of Heaven.  Let all men speak of His majesty, and sing His praises in Jerusalem.  Turn back, you sinners!  Do the right thing before Him:  Perhaps He may look with favor upon you and show you mercy.

Read Luke 9:1-6, considering that it was always Jesus’ intent to empower His followers to do His Work in the power of His Spirit.  Determine that today you will follow His leading as the growing disciple that you are.

Thursday, September 24
Read Haggai 1:1-8, seeing how the Lord blesses the decisions to make the building of His House the priority of our lives.  Give yourselves to the building up of the Body of Christ today, that full reward would be yours.

Read Psalm 149:1-9, rejoicing in the Lord for His goodness, and for His Word with which we may defeat the enemy in our lives.

Read Luke 9:7-9, considering the fate of this man Herod who killed the prophet of God because the Word of God made him uncomfortable.  Set your heart to receive God’s Word today, that you might live in full freedom.

Friday, September 25
Read Haggai 1:15-2:9, giving thanks that God has a definite plan for the shaking of the whole earth, that all may come to acknowledge that He is Lord.  Call unto Him, and ask that He make that day come quickly, that we might be with Him again.

Read Psalm 43:1-5, praying this prayer of petition with the writer, who was processing his anxiety over the seeming slowness of God’s activity.  Call to the Lord, and beseech Him to act quickly on behalf of His people in our day.

Read Luke 9:18-22, facing this question together with the disciples:  “Who do you say Jesus is?”  If He is the Christ (and He is!), then settle your heart upon being His servant for the rest of your days.

Saturday, September 26
Read Zechariah 2:1-13, rejoicing that we serve a God Who is personally involved in the well-being of His people.  Worship the Lord, and give thanks that He is a God Who is nearby, roused to help His people in this day.

Read Jeremiah 31:10-14, praising God Who is our Shepherd, and Who is fully engaged in the process of bringing all His people back to Himself, that the fullness of joy might be theirs.

Read Luke 9:43-45, considering that the ways of God sometimes seem strange to us, and that at times it seems that the exact wrong thing has to happen before any good can come.  Praise God for His Wisdom, and set your heart to trust Him again today.

Sunday, September 27
Read Numbers 11:25-29, understanding that even in the earliest times, it was in the Lord’s heart to pour out His Spirit upon all people.  Give thanks for the Holy Spirit, Who helps us in growing to be like Jesus.

Read Psalm 19:7-13, giving thanks for God’s Word, which is able to heal and strengthen us, so that our lives might be like His.

Read James 5:1-6, considering the fruits of self-centered living.  Ask the Lord for direction in how to share His life and blessing with those around you who need it.

Read Mark 9:38-48, seeing that the reward of faithfulness in the Kingdom of God is worth the cost of self-discipline.  Ask for grace to keep focused on the reward of His blessings.

Monday, September 28
Read Zechariah 8:1-8, giving thanks that the Lord is determined to have His people completely for Himself, and that no matter what the condition of the Church, He has the power and the love to bring His people back to Himself and set them free.  Praise Him for that!

Read Psalm 102:12-22, worshipping the Lord for the wondrous restoration that He intends to bring to His people.  Pray that the Lord will work these things in our time.

Read Luke 9:46-50, seeing the value that Jesus places on childlike simplicity and innocence.  Spend time in His Presence today, knowing that simply being with Jesus restores us to that place.

Tuesday, September 29

Read Zechariah 8:20-23, seeing how the restoration of God’s people brings with it the prospect of world evangelization.  Pray that God will loose this spirit of restoration among us, that we might bring with us those for whom He gave His Son Jesus.

Read Psalm 87:1-7, seeing the favor that the Presence of God brings upon the community of His people.  Call out to the Lord, asking Him for His Presence to increase in our midst, that those He desires might know His love.

Read Luke 9:51-56, seeing how Jesus demonstrated the Father’s heart of love for those who now reject Him.  Our Father’s desire is to restore, not destroy, and there is coming a time when those who reject Him will call out to Him for mercy.  Pray for that day.

Wednesday, September 30

Read Nehemiah 2:1-8, considering how God moves even the kings of nations to accomplish the purposes of His heart.  Give thanks that our God is the Ruler of Nations.

Read Psalm 137:1-6, meditating upon the longing that is in the hearts of God’s people for the full restoration that returning to Jerusalem represents.  Let this longing be stirred in your heart, that you might pray with fervor for the full blessing of God’s Presence upon us.

Read Luke 9:57-62, seeing that Jesus calls us to an exclusive relationship with Himself that takes priority over every other thing.  It is only after we become fully His that other relationships can be restored to what God intends them to be.
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