DEVOTIONAL READINGS AND PRAYERS

October 1 - 31, 2009
Thursday, October 1
Read Nehemiah 8:1-12, seeing that the restoration of the Lord is full of joy, and that what God is doing in our time is restoring laughter to His people.  Give thanks for that.

Read Psalm 19:7-14, considering the blessing of knowing and following God’s Word.  Set your heart and will to consider the Word of God each day, that you might live in the liberty of truth.

Read Luke 10:1-12, seeing the simple message and method with which Jesus sent out the disciples:  They brought peace, announced the Kingdom of God, and served people in the power of the Holy Spirit.  We can do that today, wherever we are!

Friday, October 2
Read the following from the Book of Baruch (a prophet who lived in the Inter-Testamental times), and pray his prayer of repentance of the Body of Christ in our day, that we might be forgiven and restored:

Justice is with the Lord, our God; and we today are flushed with shame, we men of Judah and citizens of Jerusalem, that we, with our kings and rulers and priests and prophets, and with our fathers, have sinned in the Lord’s sight and disobeyed Him.  We have neither heeded the voice of the Lord, our God, nor followed the precepts which the Lord set before us.  From the time the Lord led our fathers out of the land of Egypt until the present day, we have been disobedient to the Lord, our God, and only too ready to disregard His voice.  And the evils and the curse which the Lord enjoined upon Moses, His servant, at the time he led our fathers forth from the land of Egypt to give us the land flowing with milk and honey, cling to us even today.  For we did not heed the voice of the Lord, our God, in all the words of the prophets whom He sent us, but each one of us went off after the devices of his own wicked heart, served other gods, and did evil in the sight of the Lord, our God.

Read Psalm 79:1-13, and intercede on behalf of God’s people, that He might forgive our sins, and once again take His people to Himself for His protection and deliverance.

Read Luke 10:13-16, considering the authority Jesus has given to those who go in His Name, representing Him.  Rejoice that He takes your obedience seriously, and identifies with you in that obedience.

Saturday, October 3
Read the following, again from the Book of Baruch, rejoicing in the hope that comes as we repent before God and are restored by His mercy and love:

Fear not, my people!  Remember, Israel, you were sold to the nations not for your destruction;

It was because you angered God that you were handed over to your foes.

For you provoked your Maker with sacrifices to demons, to no-gods; You forsook the Eternal God Who nourished you,

And you grieved Jerusalem who fostered you.

She indeed saw coming upon you the anger of God, and said:

“Hear, you neighbors of Zion!  God has brought great mourning upon me,

For I have seen the captivity that the Eternal God has brought upon my sons and daughters.

With joy I fostered them; but with mourning and lament I let them go.

Let no one gloat over me, a widow, bereft of many:

For the sins of my children I am left desolate, because they turned from the law of God.

“Fear not, my children; call out to God!  He Who brought this upon you will remember you.

As your hearts have been disposed to stray from God, turn now ten times the more to seek Him;

For He Who has brought disaster upon you will, in saving you, bring you back enduring joy.”

Read Psalm 69:30-36, praising God for His determination to rebuild His people and to restore His joy to their hearts.

Read Luke 10:17-24, and consider that having your name written in heaven is even more important that spiritual power and authority.  Notice that it is to those with childlike hearts that God reveals the power of His kingdom.

Sunday, October 4
Read Genesis 2:18-24, understanding that in this creative activity, God was already painting the picture of the claiming of the Bride of Christ.  Rejoice in the knowledge that God decided it was not good to live without you.

Read Psalm 128:1-6, again rejoicing in the value that God places upon family, which is a reflection of His own heart towards His people.  Give thanks that His generous heart longs to bless those whom He calls as His own.

Read Hebrews 2:9-11, seeing that in the work of Christ on the cross, He brought forth His own people from the wounded side of Christ, even as He initially took the Bride from the side of Adam on creation’s day.

Read Mark 10:1-16, understanding that the reason why God is so insistent on the preservation of marriage and family is because it is the primary picture of His own faithfulness to His people.  He is a covenant God!
Monday, October 5
Read Jonah 1:1-17, seeing that when God is determined to save a people, He is willing to go to extremes to make sure His servants will be obedient to His purposes.  Give thanks for God’s great heart of love that motivates us to speak of His goodness.

Read Jonah 2:1-10, giving thanks that even when our trouble comes from our disobedience, God hears us and delivers us that we might serve Him with new willingness.

Read Luke 10:25-37, and consider that the greatest commandment is to love, first God and then our neighbor with everything that is in us.  Pray for understanding on how to express that love today.

Tuesday, October 6
Read Jonah 3:1-10, seeing how God had prepared the hearts of the people of the city to repent once His servant Jonah was willing to obey.  Give thanks for the Lord’s great mercy, and ask for the lives of those around you from day to day.

Read Psalm 130:1-8, rejoicing in this testimony of God’s mercy, and waiting before Him as the Holy Spirit assures your heart of His love for you and for those around you.

Read Luke 10:38-42, considering the place that Jesus gives to those who simply wait upon Him, listening for His voice and expecting to be instructed.  This is pleasing to the Lord.

Wednesday, October 7
Read Jonah 4:1-11, considering Jonah’s attitude of resentment against God because He wanted to save a people who were seen as enemies (apparently including 120,000 children!).  Let your heart be affected today by what affects God’s heart, that you might do His will with joy.

Read Psalm 86:1-10, rejoicing in God’s mercy, and in His willingness to hear our prayers and bring the nations to Himself out of His own love.

Read Luke 11:1-4, considering the simplicity of the prayer Jesus modeled for the disciples.  Ask the Lord to teach you to pray with the same consistent obedience that Jesus demonstrated.

Thursday, October 8
Read Malachi 3:13-20, rejoicing that God hears the conversations of those who fear Him, who turn their hearts to the truth, and that He brings restoration to them out of His great love.

Read Psalm 1:1-6, meditating upon the joy of those who give their lives to living by the Word of God, rather than by the dictates of current popular thought.  Praise God for His love and mercy!

Read Luke 11:5-13, and consider that if a human friend will eventually give in to an inconvenient request because of persistence, how much more will your heavenly Father, Who loves you and Who is always with you, answer your prayers for the power and purposes of the Kingdom to come in your life.

Friday, October 9
Read Joel 1:13-2:2, calling out to the Lord for His cleansing and healing power to come upon our land.  We need the restoration of the Lord’s Presence like never before!

Read Psalm 9:1-20, rejoicing in God’s power and mercy, and that He is anxious to restore those whose hearts cry out for His intervention.  Give Him praise for that!

Read Luke 11:15-26, and consider the importance of filling your heart and mind with the Word of God through the Holy Spirit, especially after times of healing and deliverance, when the power of the enemy has been broken in your life.  This filling prevents the enemy from taking back old territory with even greater control than he had before.

Saturday, October 10
Read Joel 4:12-21, considering that the fullness of the last days seems to be upon us, and rejoicing that the Lord is settled and powerful as He directs the affairs of the nations.  Pray for His intervention in this time.

Read Psalm 97:1-12, praising the Lord for His might and for His sovereign rule over the nations of the world.  Give thanks to God!

Read Luke 11:27-28, and consider the importance of obedience to God.  Jesus claimed that obedience to the Word of God was more important to relationship with Him than being His very mother.  How would He have you obey today?

Sunday, October 11
Consider this passage from the Book Of Wisdom, an inter-testamental devotional book, and meditate on the value of seeking wisdom beyond all other riches:

I prayed, and prudence was given me;

I pleaded, and the spirit of Wisdom came to me.

I preferred her to scepter and throne,

And deemed riches nothing in comparison with her,

Nor did I liken any priceless gem to her;

Because all gold, inview of her, is a little sand,

And before her, silver is to be accounted mire.

Beyond health and comeliness I loved her,

And I chose to have her rather than the light,

Because the splendor of her never yields to sleep.

Yet all good things together came to me in her company,

And countless riches at her hands.

Read Psalm 90:12-17, and reflect on the value of considering your life in the Presence of God.  Set your heart to make first things first as you seek to serve Him in love.

Read Hebrews 4:12-13, giving thanks for the power of the Word of God.  Understand that the written Word is the expression of Christ’s own life as the Living Word, and receive Him in the reading of the Scriptures.

Read Mark 10:17-30, seeing that the essence of God’s commands is to follow Jesus with all your heart and therefore all your treasure.  Set your heart to trust the Lord for all that you need.
Monday, October 12
Read Romans 1:1-7, considering the majesty of Jesus Christ, Who by the power of the resurrection took His place as the Son of God and the Lord of life.  Worship Him today, and give your life to Him.

Read Psalm 98:1-9, rejoicing that the salvation of the Lord brings restoration and joy to all creation.  Praise the Lord, for He has done mighty things!

Read Luke 11:29-32, considering that the coming of Jesus, His life, death, and resurrection, is the greatest miracle or sign we could hope for.  Give thanks for the miracle of new life in Christ.

Tuesday, October 13
Read Romans 1:16-25, seeing that the power of the Gospel is sufficient for all who will receive it to know God.  Understand that blindness and death come by suppressing the truth, that only by choice are people ignorant of God’s love and mercy.

Read Psalm 19:1-6, giving thanks for the testimony of creation to the greatness and goodness of God.  Praise the Lord for His creative nature that gives beauty to all who will see.

Read Luke 11:37-41, meditating on the importance of inner cleanness as well as outer.  Notice how important the care of the poor is to the Lord, and how He shows mercy to those who give to the poor.

Wednesday, October 14
Read Romans 2:1-11, considering the kindness of God in your life that leads you to turn away from selfish living.  Thank the Lord for His goodness, and set your heart to follow Him today.

Read Psalm 62:1-8, giving thanks that God is your refuge in the midst of troublesome people who aim to bring destruction.  Bless Him for His mercy in your life.

Read Luke 11:42-46, considering that by obedience Jesus did not mean legalism.  He spoke of relationship, and of following Him by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Thank Him for His Presence with you today, and for the grace He has given to help you obey.

Thursday, October 15
Read Romans 3:21-29, praising God for the wonderful gift of grace, that through faith in Christ we may be restored to our true identity, reflecting the image and glory of God.

Read Psalm 130:1-6, and identify with the writer who calls out to God in his distress, knowing that judgment is in God’s hands, and finding mercy and forgiveness.  What a good Father we have!

Read Luke 11:47-54, seeing that sometimes the conviction of God brings bitterness and hatred to the ones exposed.  Set your heart to respond with humility and repentance when the Lord brings attention to your sin.

Friday, October 16
Read Romans 4:1-8, understanding that the Old Testament saints were made right through faith, just as we are.  Abraham responded to God’s Word in faith, and was counted as righteous.  Now we respond to Jesus, and are made righteous by His mercy and grace.

Read Psalm 32:1-11, seeing the joy of confession and repentance, and the pain of keeping silent about sin.  Confess to the Lord and to someone else anything that stands between you and the Father today.

Read Luke 12:1-7, and consider how the fear of the Lord eliminates the fear of man.  Give thanks that His knowledge of you and His love for you is so great that He even knows how many hairs you have on your head.

Saturday, October 17
Read Romans 4:13-18, giving thanks that we serve a God that calls things that are not as though they are.  Receive hope in your heart concerning the things He has promised that you have not yet seen.  He is faithful!

Read the following from Psalm 105, rejoicing in the faithfulness and goodness of our Father:

You descendants of Abraham, His servants, sons of Jacob, His chosen ones!

He, the Lord, is our God; throughout the earth His judgments prevail.

He remembers forever His covenant which He made binding for a thousand generations-

Which He entered into with Abraham and by His oath to Isaac.

For He remembered His holy Word to His servant Abraham.

And He led forth His people with joy; with shouts of joy, His chosen ones.

Read Luke 12:8-12, seeing that God intends for us to publicly claim relationship with Jesus, since He publicly claimed relationship with us.  Let your life and your speech reflect this today, in honor of His love for you.

Sunday, October 18
Read Isaiah 53:10-11, meditating on the fact that God took pleasure in the crushing of Jesus, because He saw that the fruit would be your redemption.  Let this principle strengthen you in the places of hardship in your own life.

Read Psalm 33:1-22, setting your heart in a place of worship as you reflect on the power and sovereignty of God.  Give thanks that this mighty King is your Father Who loves you deeply.

Read Hebrews 4:14-16, considering the understanding heart of Jesus, Who endured every pressure that you face, so that you might come to Him with confidence in His mercy and grace.

Read Mark 10:35-45, reflecting on the fact that because of God’s great love and care, you can with confidence serve others without regard for your own well-being.  God will meet the needs of those who serve others in the spirit of humility that characterized Jesus’ life.

Monday, October 19
Read Romans 4:20-25, being strengthened in the faith that God can and will do what He has promised.  Thank God for His mercy and faithful love.

Read Luke 1:69-75, giving thanks for the fulfillment of His promises to us through the sending of Jesus Christ.

Read Luke 12:13-21, considering how the man’s cry for justice was really rooted in greed.  Ask God to show you how to grow rich in His sight, storing up reward in the Kingdom of heaven.

Tuesday, October 20
Read Romans 5:12-21, understanding that though Adam’s sin brought death to all, God reversed this penalty in Jesus, that all who come to Him might have life as God intended.

Read Psalm 40:1-17, focusing especially on the call to obedience in vv. 6-10.  Give thanks for the great mercy of God that makes our obedience a life-giving thing.

Read Luke 12:35-38, and consider what it is to be ready for the Lord’s return at any moment.  Take seriously the call to healed relationships in the light of the Lord’s imminent return. 

Wednesday, October 21
Read Romans 6:12-18, choosing to offer yourself to God today in obedience.  Remember, “you gotta serve somebody”, so be sure it is Jesus Whom you serve today.

Read Psalm 124:1-8, again giving thanks to the Lord Who rescues us from the destructive plans of the evil one.

Read Luke 12:39-48, and reflect on the sober reality of being about the Lord’s business, that we might be ready for His return.  Remember, the Lord’s business is to share His love with those around you by loving them as Jesus loves you.

Thursday, October 22
Read Romans 6:19-23, giving thanks again that you have been set free to offer yourself to God as His slave, rather than being one of the living dead, someone given over to sin.  Thank God for His mercy and goodness!

Read Psalm 1:1-6, and let your delight be in God’s Word, which saves us from the foolishness and destruction that accompanies sin.

Read Luke 12:49-53, asking the Holy Spirit to teach you what it is to be ignited with the purposes of Christ that are so consuming that nothing else seems significant.

Friday, October 23
Read Romans 7:18-25, identifying with this basic struggle of choosing good over evil.  Thanks be to God, He has given us the power to do so through Jesus Christ!

Read the following from Psalm 119, and meditate on the importance of God’s Word in bringing life to us:

Teach me wisdom and knowledge, for in Your commands I trust.

You are good and bountiful; teach me your statutes.

Let Your kindness comfort me according to Your promise to Your servants.

Let Your compassion come to me that I may live, for Your Law is my delight.

Never will I forget Your precepts, for through them You give me life.

I am Yours; save me, for I have sought Your precepts.

Read Luke 12:54-59, considering that the Lord would rather have simple righteousness from His people than all sorts of mystical revelations and understanding.  Pray that God would give you understanding of simple, Godly living for this day.

Saturday, October 24
Read Romans 8:1-11, seeing the importance of life in the Holy Spirit.  It is the Holy Spirit Who brings all of the life of God to us, so give thanks to the Father for this wonderful gift - His Holy Spirit!

Read Psalm 24:1-6, giving thanks that by His mercy and grace, God has provided for us what we need to stand in His Presence without fear.

Read Luke 13:1-9, realizing the sober truth that failure to repent from sin has deadly consequences.  Let the true fear of the Lord that leads to repentance and obedience fill your heart, that you might serve Him today.

Sunday, October 25
Read Jeremiah 31:7-9, rejoicing in the restoring power and purpose of the Almighty God Who is your Father.

Read Psalm 126:1-6, reflecting on the reality that full restoration of all things is coming, and that fullness of joy will be your inheritance in God, together with all the saints.

Read Hebrews 5:1-6, understanding that because of His humanity, Jesus understands and truly has sympathy for the difficult places in your life.  Let Jesus minister His strength to you, as you stand in the place of sonship next to Him.

Read Mark 10:46-52, seeing that Jesus is ever tender toward those who cry out for His mercy.  He puts Himself at their disposal.  Amazing love!

Monday, October 26
Read Romans 8:12-17, rejoicing that when the Holy Spirit comes, He brings to you the knowledge of Your own relationship with God as your Father.  How gracious God is, that He would bring us to Himself like that!

Read Psalm 68:1-6,19-20, giving thanks that our Father is the God Who fights on our behalf, and Who has compassion on those who are broken and weak.  We have a good Father!

Read Luke 13:10-17, meditating on the fact that God prefers compassion and mercy over the performance of man-made religious details.  Give thanks to God for His mercy, and ask Him for help in any area of need in which you need His touch.

Tuesday, October 27
Read Romans 8:18-25, seeing that by giving us His Spirit, God has awakened in us the longing for His will to be done in the earth.  Pray with the cries of the Spirit, asking God to come and intervene, to establish His rule upon the earth.

Read Psalm 126:1-6, giving thanks for the restoration the Lord is bringing to His people, and the joy that accompanies what He is doing.  Praise Him for His faithfulness and love!

Read Luke 13:18-21, meditating on the fact that the Kingdom of God begins small in you, but will grow and produce its fruit until your life is fully conformed to the will of God.  Rejoice in that, and give thanks!

Wednesday, October 28
Read Romans 8:26-30, considering the central role of the Holy Spirit in your prayer life.  Allow your heart to be expanded by the greatness of the Lord, and by His ability to transform every event of your life into a place of blessing as you follow His purposes.

Read Psalm 13:1-5, seeing that it is right to come honestly before the Father with our anxieties, calling for help, and affirming His goodness as you wait for His deliverance and help.

Read Luke 13:22-30, seeing that intimacy of relationship with the Lord is what He values above doing ministry or work for Him.  Understand that all ministry is intended to flow out of partnership with Jesus as His beloved Bride.
Thursday, October 29
Read Romans 8:31-39, giving thanks for the certainty of God’s love and faithfulness, demonstrated in the gift of Jesus Christ.  Allow the Holy Spirit to settle your heart in these matters, so that you might fully rest in His love for you.

Read Psalm 109:21-31, understanding that God allows circumstances that will cause us to turn to Him and depend upon His love and faithfulness.  Give thanks even for those times, and take refuge in His love today.

Read Luke 13:31-35, seeing that the purposes of God cannot be thwarted, even by rulers of nations.  Give thanks that our God is compassionate over His wayward people, and that He is willing to take every step to win them back to Himself.

Friday, October 30
Read Romans 9:1-5, seeing how the Father’s heart is poured out in Paul as he anguishes over those who have not yet responded to the Gospel.  Pray for the Father’s heart to become your heart, that you might know His love for those around you today.

Read Psalm 147:12-20, giving thanks for the great blessing of God’s care and revelation of His love to His people Israel, and also to us through Christ.  Also consider the great accountability that comes with revelation, that you might respond in obedience today.

Read Luke 14:1-6, worshipping God because His love exceeds the boundaries of man’s religious understandings.  The Sabbath was given so that people could understand God’s compassion, not be kept from it!

Saturday, October 31

Read Romans 11:1-29, considering the permanent place that Israel holds in God’s heart. Also consider the sober warnings that Gentile believers must continue in obedient faith, so that the purposes of God may be fully realized.

Read Psalm 94:12-19, giving thanks for God’s faithfulness in covering and protecting His people. Take comfort in His mercy, which sustains you in any season of trouble.

Read Luke 14:7-11, meditating on God’s value of humility, and on His determination to exalt those who humble themselves and live in obedience while they wait for His honor and exaltation to come to them.
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