DEVOTIONAL READINGS AND PRAYERS

August 1-31, 2009

Saturday, August 1

Read Leviticus 25:1-17, contemplating the wonderful grace and mercy exhibited in the Year of Jubilee.  Give thanks that according to Luke 4:18-19 this reality has been fulfilled in Jesus, and that the fullness of this blessing, though not yet complete, has entered into our experience in Christ.

Read Psalm 67:1-7, and speak aloud this blessing over our land and the people of our nation.  Praise the Lord for His goodness!

Read Matthew 14:1-12, seeing how the fear of man can quench the power of the prophetic Word of God in one’s life.  Pray that you will have ears to hear the voice of the Lord and the heart to obey, regardless of the personal cost.

Sunday, August 2

Read Exodus 16:1-15, considering the mercy of God to serve the needs of His people, even when they were complaining and ungrateful.  Give thanks that even when we are unfaithful, He remains faithful to do that which is best for us.

Read the following from Psalm 78, meditating on the faithfulness of God through history to minister graciously to the needs of His people.  Give thanks for His faithful love for you.

(3)  Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us.

(4)  We will not hide them from their children, 

telling to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, 

and His strength and His wonderful works that He has done.

(23)  Yet He had commanded the clouds above, and opened the doors of heaven,

(24)  Had rained down manna on them to eat, and given them of the bread of heaven.

(25)  Men ate angels’ food; he sent them food to the full.

(54)  And He brought them to His holy border, this mountain which His right hand had acquired.  (NKJ)

Read Ephesians 4:17-24, considering that in v.19, sensuality is a result of losing all sensitivity and becoming callous.  Ask the Lord to refresh your sensitivity to what is true and pure, that you may walk in His holiness and joy.

Read John 6:24-35, turning your heart once again to the Lord Jesus as the source of all your life and joy.  Worship Him, and rejoice in His provision for you.

Monday, August 3

Read Numbers 11:4-15, seeing the honesty with which Moses came to the Lord in his frustration over the demands of the people.  Also see that to complain against the Lord’s provision is to be in danger of His anger.  Ask the Lord for wisdom in how to be real before Him, and yet not cross the line into unholy complaint.

Read Psalm 81:8-16, considering the heart that the Father has to bless us as His people.  Set your heart to follow His ways and His Word today, that the blessings of  God may come upon you in increasing fashion.

Read Matthew 14:13-21, seeing how the compassion of the Father’s heart filled Jesus even during a time of deep emotional distress.  Seek to be a servant today, attuned to the Father’s heart for those around you, and entrusting the care of your own soul to the One Who loves you.

Tuesday, August 4

Read Numbers 12:1-13, considering with humility the seriousness of speaking presumptuously against the servants of the Lord.  Set your heart to appeal appropriately when there is a problem, so that the honor due the Lord may be given (see 1 Timothy 5:1,17-20).

Read Psalm 51:1-12, setting yourself in this posture of repentance and humility before the Lord.  Allow Him to deal with any areas of unconfessed sin, so that His Presence may remain with you.  Then share this repentance with someone, as David did by writing the Psalm, so that you may be freed from the sin.

Read Matthew 14:22-36, seeing that anything is possible in response to the voice of the Lord.  Ask Him to speak to you today, and set your heart to obey what He calls you to do, remembering to get confirmation from others before you “get out of the boat”.

Wednesday, August 5

Read Numbers 13:1-2, 25-14:1, 26-35, considering the faith that was evident in the hearts of Joshua and Caleb, and the unbelief registered by the rest of the leaders.  Pray for faith in the hearts of your leaders, and in your heart as you follow those whom God has set in leadership over you.

Read the following from Psalm 106, giving thanks that the Lord raised up a Righteous One, Jesus Christ, who would stand in the breach for you, that God’s wrath would be satisfied, and that you would be welcomed into His Presence forever:

We have sinned, we and our fathers; we have committed crimes; we have done wrong.

Our fathers in Egypt considered not Your wonders.

Soon they forgot His works; they waited not for His counsel.

They gave way to craving in the desert, and tempted God in the wilderness.

They forgot the God Who had saved them, Who had done great deeds in Egypt,

Wondrous deeds in the land of Ham, terrible things at the Red Sea.

Then He spoke of exterminating them, but Moses, His chosen one,

Withstood Him in the breach to turn back His destructive wrath.

Read Matthew 15:21-28, seeing that Jesus is moved by faith, even when it is exercised by one who has no claim on the mercies of God.  Faith is pleasing to the Father.

Thursday, August 6

Read Numbers 20:1-13, seeing how even in the midst of the complaints of the people, God was determined to show them His mercy.  Notice that judgment came upon Moses because he misrepresented the goodness of God by venting his own frustration.  Give thanks for the mercies of God in your life!

Read Psalm 95:1-11, worshipping the Lord and setting your heart to be obedient to His voice today.  Pray for a soft heart toward the Father, Who is determined to be good to you.

Read Matthew 16:13-23, considering how authority in the Kingdom of God is tied to suffering servanthood.  Wait in the Presence of the Lord, asking the Holy Spirit to work the character of Christ in you.

Friday, August 7

Read Deuteronomy 4:32-40, giving thanks that this wondrous God, Who delivers His people by His power, is your Father.  Let the Love of the Lord fill your heart, and set your will to serve and obey Him this day.

Read Psalm 77:10-20, worshipping the Lord, your Father, Who does wonders on behalf of His people.

Read Matthew 16:24-28, understanding that only a life given up in service to the Lord has any hope of eternal reward.  Submit your heart to the Lord’s will today, that you might be established in His love and grace.

Saturday, August 8

Read Deuteronomy 6:4-13, seeing the goodness and blessing that God pours out upon the people who reverence His Name and obey His commands.  Pray that the church in our day would give themselves to Him in such a way as this.

Read Psalm 18:1-15,46-50, giving thanks and praise to the Lord for His powerful acts of deliverance on behalf of His people.  Consider times when He has rescued and restored you, and give Him thanks!

Matthew 17:14-20, confessing any place where you lack trust in the Lord, and asking for an increase of faith in your life.  Praise the Lord for His faithfulness to us!

Sunday, August 9 

Read 1 Kings 19:4-8, giving thanks for the refreshment that the Lord brings to us, even when our perceptions of reality are mistaken.  Praise Him for His great mercy and patience with us!

Read Psalm 34:1-8, praising God that He is ever near to those who call upon Him, and that gazing upon Him removes any shame that would separate us from His love.  Give thanks for that!

Read Ephesians 4:30-5:4, letting the joy of the Lord fill you with the desire to remove anything from your life that would hinder you from full intimacy and power in His Presence.  Let His character and life fill you today by the Holy Spirit.

Read John 6:41-51, giving thanks that the Father has drawn you to Jesus, Who is the sustenance of all life.  Let worship flow from your heart today as you are refreshed and nourished in His Presence.

Monday, August 10

Read Deuteronomy 10:12-22, considering this magnificent picture of God as the loving Father, faithfully and patiently caring for His own.  Set aside everything else today, and determine again to trust and follow the Lord with all your heart.

Read Psalm 147:1-20, giving thanks for the care and blessing of God over His people.  Give thanks especially for His Word, by which we are instructed in the ways that are pleasing to Him Who made us and Who is our loving Father.

Read Matthew 17:22-27, considering the example of Jesus to obey laws from which He was rightfully exempt in order to not be a hindrance to those whose hearts He wanted to win.  How can this be lived out in your life today, that your liberty might be exhibited with grace?

Tuesday, August 11

Read Deuteronomy 31:1-8, and receive strength for this day, being encouraged that the Lord Himself will go before you as you willingly submit to His ways and follow His commands.  You are His blessed children; walk in that freedom today!

Read the following from Deuteronomy 32, the Song of Moses, and let your heart rejoice in the faithfulness of our God:

For I will sing the Lord’s renown.

Oh, proclaim the greatness of our God!  

The Rock - how faultless are His deeds, how right all His ways!

Think back on the days of old, reflect on the years of age upon age.

Ask your father and he will inform you, ask your elders and they will tell you.

When the Most High assigned the nations their heritage, 

when He parceled out the descendants of Adam,

He set up the boundaries of the peoples after the number of the sons of God.

While the Lord’s own portion was Jacob, His hereditary share was Israel.

The Lord alone was their Leader, no strange god was with Him.

Read Matthew 18:1-14, seeing how the heart of the Father is open to His children, and all those who come to Him as would a child.  Allow the Lord’s compassion to fill your heart for His lost children, that you might have eyes to see them today, and call them to return to their Father.

Wednesday, August 12

Read Deuteronomy 34:1-12, giving thanks for Moses and the place he filled in the history of God’s people.  Give thanks for leaders that have been significant in your life in the past, and allow the Lord to release your heart to follow those leaders He is giving you now.

Read Psalm 66:1-20, reflecting on the important times in your history in which God’s leading has been profound.  Give Him thanks, and praise the Lord for His mercy throughout your life.

Read Matthew 18:15-20, considering this fundamental pattern for dealing with sin in the Body of Christ.  Set your heart to follow this pattern whenever someone wrongs you, so that restoration may happen and the blessing of the Lord be increased.

Thursday, August 13

Read Joshua 3:7-17, seeing how the Lord establishes His leaders by the expression of His Presence and power.  Pray for your leaders, that the humility and faith that was upon Joshua may be upon them as well.

Read Psalm 114:1-8, considering the fact that when God’s people are in obedience to Him, even nature itself comes into submission and order under the Word of God.

Read Matthew 18:21-19:1, seeing that our willingness to forgive is rooted in the forgiveness God has given us.  See also that the one who refuses to forgive is held in bondage by torment by the Lord Himself.  Set your heart to forgive anyone who has failed you in any way, that you might be free.

Friday, August 14

Read Joshua 24:1-13, again giving thanks to God for His faithfulness through the history of your life, for preserving you through all the strategies of the evil one.  Bless His Name, and allow your heart to be settled in His love for you today.

Read Psalm 136:1-26, seeing the progression of thanksgiving to God for His faithfulness in creation, through history, and in your own personal situations.  Join in the praises of the congregation as you celebrate the faithfulness of God!

Read Matthew 19:3-12, seeing the reality of God’s heart toward faithfulness in marriage.  Receive grace from the Holy Spirit to be content in your present situation, entrusting your life and relationships to Him Who loves you and Whose perfect plan for you is being worked out.

Saturday, August 15

Read Joshua 24:14-29, considering once again the faithfulness of God through history, and then establishing in your own heart that you will serve the Lord and be faithful to Him.  

Read Psalm 16:1-11, seeing how the writer, David, established his heart in thankfulness toward God.  Choose thankfulness today as a way of life, and allow the pleasures of God to be your inheritance.

Read Matthew 19:13-15, allowing the trusting heart of a child to come forth in you, that you might receive the fuller measure of the Kingdom of God today.

Sunday, August 16

Read Proverbs 9:1-6, giving thanks that God has made His Wisdom know to those who will seek after Her.  Give thanks that we have the mind of Christ through the Holy Spirit, and that He has given us the ability to hear and perceive His ways.

Read Psalm 34:1-2,9-14, seeing that in the mercy of God He has told us how we might walk in the fullness of His love and provision in our lives.  Set your heart to pursue the ways of God this day.

Read Ephesians 5:15-20, thanking the Lord that He has given us the ways to see true fulfillment through the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the context of His people.  

Read John 6:51-58, giving thanks that Jesus Himself is our sustenance, that He is the only source of all our strength and life.  Draw near to Him today, allowing the life of His Spirit to fill you and strengthen you for His purposes.

Monday, August 17

Read Judges 2:11-19, considering the inability of God’s people to govern themselves, and the mercy of God to continually raise up those who brought the Word of God to the community.  Give thanks for the Scriptures, and for the Holy Spirit working in the Body and through its leaders to help us faithfully follow the Lord.

Read Psalm 106:34-48, meditating upon the consequences of sin, and upon the mercy of God to deliver His people when they call upon His Name.  Pray for the Church in our day, that the mercies of God would be poured out afresh upon His people.

Read Matthew 19:16-22, understanding that blessing comes not merely through obeying commandments, but in setting aside anything that seems important for the sake of following Jesus.

Tuesday, August 18

Read Judges 6:11-24, contemplating the boldness and yet the humility of Gideon in dealing with the Lord.  Ask for this same attitude in your life, that you may fulfill with joy the purposes that God has for your life.

Read Psalm 85:1-13, seeing the blessings that come upon the people of God as we forsake sin and follow Him faithfully.  Pray that this would be the reality in the Body of Christ in our day.

Read Matthew 19:23-30, again considering the blessings that come to those who forsake everything else for the sake of following Jesus.  Set your heart for this purpose today.

Wednesday, August 19

Read Judges 9:1-15, considering how the people of God began to entrust themselves to man’s rule, and paid the penalty of treachery and terror in their attempts to look like the other nations.  Ask the Lord to set us apart again, so that we might be led by Him alone.

Read Psalm 21:1-13, seeing the blessing of God upon the true King, His Son Jesus.  Give thanks that this Psalm is fulfilled in our Lord, Who reigns over us in grace and truth.

Read Matthew 20:1-16, giving thanks that He is giving us the same blessings as those who were first responsive to Him.  Bless those that are yet to come into His purposes, that they might receive of His fullness as well.

Thursday, August 20

Read Judges 11:29-39, considering this powerful picture of the mighty Father who sacrifices His child for the sake of the deliverance of God’s people.  Understand that this picture speaks of God’s own sacrifice, and the willingness of His Son Jesus to die for the nations.  Give thanks for His great love!

Read Psalm 40:1-17, considering that we too have been called to lay down our lives in sacrifice for the purposes of God.  Be sustained by the knowledge that God is faithful to His own, and that in following His plans we find fulfillment and rest.

Read Matthew 22:1-14, seeing the importance of responding to the invitation of the King to come to His table, and of being prepared according to the King’s requirements.  Give thanks that God has given us the power to respond through the work of Jesus and the sending of the Holy Spirit into our hearts.

Friday, August 21

Read Ruth 1:1-22, opening your mind to understand the plans of God that are beyond culture and circumstance.  Give thanks that God is big enough to work all things together for his purposes, that the Kingdom of God may be established in the earth.

Read Psalm 146:1-10, giving thanks for the compassionate nature of our Father God.  Praise the Lord!

Read Matthew 22:34-40, considering that loving God and loving your neighbor are the summation of all the commands of the Law.  Give thanks that through the Holy Spirit, the power of God is released that we might be obedient to His ways.

Saturday, August 22

Read Ruth 2:1-11, 4:13-17, giving thanks for the grace of God to place a faithful heart in Ruth and in Boaz, that the purposes of God might be fulfilled through their family.

Read Psalm 128:1-6, giving thanks for the blessing of God upon all of life for those who walk in His ways and know the fear of the Lord.

Read Matthew 23:1-12, seeing that you are called to be submissive to God regardless of the character of anyone else.  Humble yourself today, that you might hear the Word of the Lord even through faulty vessels.

Sunday, August 23

Read Joshua 24:1-18, considering the faithfulness of God in your history, that you might with joy set your heart to serve Him with everything that is within you.  Give thanks for His loving care in your life.

Read Psalm 34:1-2, 15-22, seeing that even though this life contains times of trouble even for the righteous, that God is with us through those times, that His purposes may be accomplished even through difficulty.  Give Him thanks for that!

Read Ephesians 5:21-32, considering the selfless sacrifice of Jesus for you as part of His Bride, that He might present you to Himself as pure and holy, fully formed in His likeness.  Praise the Lord for that!

Read John 6:60-69, understanding that even though the words of Christ seem difficult at times, He alone is the source of all life, and that only in Him is the fullness of what we seek.  Set your heart to follow Him today.

Monday, August 24

Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10, seeing that it is the power of the Holy Spirit demonstrated before the world that brings them to salvation.  Pray for opportunity to serve those around you today in the Lord’s strength.

Read Psalm 96:1-13, worshipping the Lord together with all His saints, for He is good and worthy of your praise!

Read Matthew 23:13-22, seeing the benefit of humbly following Jesus over the arrogant foolishness of religious practice and requirement.  Seek to follow the Lord today, and rest in His love for you.

Tuesday, August 25

Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8, giving thanks for those in your life who modeled the very heart of the Father toward you, so that you might respond to the love of Christ.

Read Psalm 139:1-6, giving thanks that your Father, Who loves you completely, knows all about you and has you in His heart.

Read Matthew 23:23-26, seeing that the internal matters of justice, mercy, and faithfulness are what are important to God.  Seek to develop those qualities of character, that His pleasure may be upon you more fully.

Wednesday, August 26

Read 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13, again giving thanks for those who have faithfully proclaimed the gospel through the years in the character and love of the Father.

Read Psalm 139:7-12, giving thanks that God, in His love and mercy, fills every place with His Presence, so that we are never separate from His love.  See Romans 8:35-39 for more assurance regarding this wonderful truth.

Read Matthew 23:27-32, understanding with a sober heart that God will bring judgment upon those who have misrepresented Him to His people, thereby causing difficulty.  Pray for your leaders, who will have to give an account of how they have ministered the life of the Lord.

Thursday, August 27

Read 1 Thessalonians 3:7-13, receiving this blessing from the Father’s heart, that you may be filled with His love for you and for those around you today.

Read Psalm 90:1-17, seeing the greatness and wonder of our God and Father.  Seek to know and follow His ways, that His blessing of peace may rest upon you in this time.

Read Matthew 24:42-51, considering the importance of faithfulness to the Lord’s ways, especially when it seems as though He is delaying His intervention.  Serve the Lord with gladness today, so that you might be ready when He suddenly appears.

Friday, August 28

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8, considering that the call of God in our lives fundamentally includes a call to holiness in the matter of sexual morality.  Give thanks for your physical body, and entrust yourself to the Lord in holiness and honor.

Read Psalm 97:1-12, worshipping the Lord for His justice, His holiness, and His love.   Rejoice that His light is coming upon us, and that His joy is being made full in our lives.

Read Matthew 25:1-13, and wait like a Bride in the Presence of her Bridegroom.  Ask the Holy Spirit for the grace and wisdom to be ready whenever Jesus calls for us.

Saturday, August 29

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:9-12, making it a point of honor in your relationship with God to be at peace with all those around you, that they may see your good life, and glorify God in their hearts.

Read Psalm 98:1-9, joining together with all creation to worship and praise the Lord.

Read Matthew 25:14-30,. seeing that the Father has placed certain things into your hand, that you might show your faithfulness as a servant of the King.  Set your heart to serve faithfully with that which God has given you today.

Sunday, August 30

Read Deuteronomy 4:1-8, understanding that it is the Presence of God that makes a people great, and giving thanks that God has mercifully chosen us to be the carriers of His Spirit.  Worship Him for His wonderful love and mercy!

Read Psalm 15:1-5, considering the character qualities that God values in those who would dwell near to Him.  Give thanks for the sacrifice of Jesus that allows us to be conformed to His image by the Holy Spirit.

Read James 1:17-27, giving thanks for the Word of God that is powerful to change us as we meditate upon it and set our hearts to obey.

Read Mark 7:1-23, understanding that the only way to deal with wrong external behavior is to have the Lord deal with our hearts.  Call upon Him to change the inside of His people, that we might walk in His holy character and love.

Monday, August 31

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, giving thanks for this blessed hope, that God will raise those who have died trusting Christ, and that we will taken to be with Him together with all who have gone before.  Praise the Lord!

Read Psalm 96:1-13, worshipping God for His greatness, and His supremacy over all creation.  Pray that He comes soon to rule the earth in His merciful justice.

Read Luke 4:16-30, understanding that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies concerning the anointed Servant of God.  Understand that all who receive Him are His children, and are set free to walk in that same anointing.

