Apostolic Prayer of Ephesians 3:16-19

Prayer for the release of supernatural strength in the heart unto experiencing God’s emotions.

…that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, TO BE STRENGTHENED WITH MIGHT THROUGH HIS SPIRIT IN THE INNER MAN, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, MAY BE ABLE TO COMPREHEND with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height—to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Eph. 3:16-19)

· That He would grant you – The Father has the power to grant us strength

· According to the riches of His glory – His resources are the measurement of what He has for us

· His rich mercy is released on vessels of mercy prepared for glory 

· and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory,  (Romans 9:23)

· Every need supplied according to riches in glory 

· And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  (Philippians 4:19)

· The riches of the glorious mystery made known: Christ in us, the hope of glory 

· To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  (Colossians 1:27)

· All the riches of wisdom and knowledge hidden in Christ 

· in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  (Colossians 2:3)

· Other scriptures – Romans 2:4; Romans 11:33

· To be strengthened with might – we are the recipients of strength from God Himself 

· The Lord Himself is the strength of His people 

· The LORD is their strength, and He is the saving refuge of His anointed.  (Psalm 28:8)

· His strength is for those who are weak and have no strength 

· He gives power to the weak, and to those who have no might He increases strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall, But those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  (Isaiah 40:29-31)

· His grace is sufficient to strengthen us in our weakness 

· And He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  (2 Corinthians 12:9)

· Christ’s strength in us empowers us to do all things 

· I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  (Philippians 4:13)

· Other scriptures - Psalm 138:3; Isaiah 41:10; Zechariah 10:12; Matthew 6:13; Ephesians 6:10; Colossians 1:11; 2 Timothy 4:17; Hebrews 11:34

· Through His Spirit in the inner man – the awesome reality of the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit is our strength

· Spirit of blessing poured out on those who are thirsty 

· For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, and floods on the dry ground; I will pour My Spirit on your descendants, and My blessing on your offspring; They will spring up among the grass like willows by the watercourses.'  (Isaiah 44:3-4)

· His Spirit within causes us to walk in His commandments 

· "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them.  (Ezekiel 36:27)

· Because the Holy Spirit dwells in us, we are always in the Spirit 

· But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.  (Romans 8:9)

· Believers are sealed by the Holy Spirit, our guarantee 

· In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.  (Ephesians 1:13-14)

· Other scriptures – Proverbs 1:23; Isaiah 59:21; Ezekiel 37:14; Ezekiel 39:29; Joel 2:28-29; Zechariah 12:10; Luke 11:13; Romans 8:14-16; 1 Corinthians 3:16; Galatians 5:5; Galatians 5:22-23; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; Titus 3:3-6; 1 Peter 1:2,22; 1 John 3:24

·  That Christ might dwell in your hearts by faith – the mystery of ages, that we are made one flesh with Christ 

·  God dwells in the high place of a humble and contrite spirit 

· For thus says the High and Lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.  (Isaiah 57:15)

· Loving Jesus in obedient living ensures His presence within us 

· Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.  (John 14:23)

· The Spirit of Christ in us, the Father in Christ 

· "I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.  (John 17:23)

· The rich, glorious mystery that Jesus dwells in us as our hope 

· To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  (Colossians 1:27)

· Other scriptures – John 6:56; John 14:17; Romans 8:9-11; 2 Corinthians 6:16; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 2:21; 1 John 4:4; 1 John 4:16; Revelation 3:20

· You, being rooted and grounded in love – the Father’s love is the root system from which we grow into the love of Christ 

· The Word of the Father’s love takes root in us by faith 

· "But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; "yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles.  (Matthew 13:20-21)

· The love of God poured out through the Holy Spirit living in us 

· Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  (Romans 5:5)

· Holy Spirit bears witness that we are children of the Father 

· For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs-- heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.  (Romans 8:15-17)

· Grounded and immovable through faith in His love 

· if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.  (Colossians 1:23)

· Other scriptures – Matthew 7:24-25; 2 Corinthians 5:14-15; Galatians 5:6; Colossians 2:7

· May be able to comprehend – empowered by the Spirit to know Christ’s love

· We are given power to know the deep things of God 

· "Can you search out the deep things of God? Can you find out the limits of the Almighty? They are higher than heaven-- what can you do? Deeper than Sheol-- what can you know? Their measure is longer than the earth and broader than the sea.  (Job 11:7-9)

· The Holy Spirit reveals the depths of God’s love 

· You comprehend my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word on my tongue, but behold, O LORD, You know it altogether. You have hedged me behind and before, and laid Your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain it.  (Psalm 139:3-6)

· The transcendent ways of God made know by the Spirit 

· "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.  (Isaiah 55:9)

· We have the mind of Christ to know God’s ways 

· But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. For "who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?" But we have the mind of Christ.  (1 Corinthians 2:14-16)

· Other scriptures – Ephesians 1:18-23; Philippians 3:8-10; 

· With all the saints – understanding is complete only together with the whole Bride

· The Lord’s love is for all His saints 

· And he said: "The LORD came from Sinai, and dawned on them from Seir; he shone forth from Mount Paran, and He came with ten thousands of saints; from His right hand came a fiery law for them. Yes, He loves the people; all His saints are in Your hand; they sit down at Your feet; everyone receives Your words.  (Deuteronomy 33:2-3)

· The whole people of God rejoice in His Tabernacle 

· Let us go into His tabernacle; let us worship at His footstool. Arise, O LORD, to Your resting place, you and the ark of Your strength. Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness, and let Your saints shout for joy.  (Psalm 132:7-9)

· The goodness of God is over all His saints 

· The LORD is good to all, and His tender mercies are over all His works. All Your works shall praise You, O LORD, and Your saints shall bless You.  (Psalm 145:9-10)

· His love is for all the saints 

· Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints,  (Ephesians 1:15)

· Other scriptures – 2 Chronicles 6:41; Ephesians 1:10; Colossians 1:4

·  what is the width and length and depth and height – the all-encompassing scope of God’s love
· His love for the whole world that led to the self-sacrifice 

· "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  (John 3:16)

· The Father’s love for Jesus is what He places in us 

· "And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them."  (John 17:26)

· While we were still sinners and enemies, God loved us 

· But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  (Romans 5:8-10)

· He loved us in the midst of the foolishness of sin 

· But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  (Titus 3:4-7)

· Other scriptures – John 16:27; Romans 8:35; Ephesians 1:4; Ephesians 2:4-7; 1 John 4:9-10,16,19

· to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge – the transcendent experiential knowledge of Jesus’ emotions toward me
· He loved me enough to give Himself for me 

· "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.  (Galatians 2:20)

· His self-sacrifice was a sweet thing to the Father 

· And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.  (Ephesians 5:2)

· His love made Him willing to humble Himself completely 

· Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.  (Philippians 2:5-8)

· His love brought us into the love relationship He has with the Father 

· He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,  (Colossians 1:13)

· Other scriptures – Ephesians 5:25; 2 Peter 3:18; 1 John 4:9-14

· that you may be filled with all the fullness of God – the transforming presence of God with us by the Holy Spirit 

· We will be filled, satisfied when we awake in Your likeness 

· As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I awake in Your likeness.  (Psalm 17:15)

· We have all received of His fullness 

· And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace.  (John 1:16)

· His Body is the fullness of Him who fills everything 

· which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.  (Ephesians 1:23)

· All fullness dwells in Him, and He in us 

· For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.  (Colossians 2:9-10)

· Other scriptures – Psalm 43:4; Matthew 5:6; Revelation 7:15-17; Revelation 21:22-24; Revelation 22:3-5

